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Reactive monitoring is the reporting by the World Heritage Centre, other
sectors of UNESCO and the advisory bodies to the Committee on the state of
conservation of specific World Heritage properties that are under threat.
<http://whe.unesco.org/en/173)
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Isfahan Metro now
threatening Si-o0-Se Pol Brldge

Tehran Times Cultnre Desk
TEHRAN — A deviation from the correct
course in digging the western end of a
tunnel for the Isfahan Metro near the
Si-o-Se Pol Bridge is threatening the
historic Safavid monument.

The tunnel-boring machine (TBM)
is reported to have deviated from its
proper route and bumped into a ramp
and a lower part of the bridge.

Over the past week, many cultural
heritage enthusiasts and experts have
protested against possible negligence
by the tunnel contractor following
publication of relevant media reports
about the incident.

Consequently, the Alamut Company,
in charge of drilling the tunnel for the
Isfahan Metro project, invited a number
of reporters to visit the site. However,
they were escorted to the eastern end
of the tunnel instead of the western end
where the incident is reported to have
occurred.

During the visit, project manager
Babak Rostami said the route deviation
was caused by an error in the TBM
and considered the problem to be a
mundane, every day issue in tunnel-
boring.

The emror occurred because of

differences in the density of the earth,

he explained and added, “When a
TBM drills a tunnel, it may deviate if
it encounters earth with low and high
density simultaneously.”

Si-o-se Pol, also known as the
Allahverdi Khan Bridge, is one of a small
number of Isfahan’s historical bridges
spanning the Zayanderud River.

The construction of the bridge began
in 1602 by order of the Safavid king
Shah Abbas I.

The Isfahan Metro officials said
that the historical city's metro will be
operational by 2012. Other metro lines
under construction are threatening
monuments located on Chahar-Bagh

Street as well as in Nagsh-e Jahan
Square, a complex of Safavid-era
monuments registered on the UNESCO
World Cultural Heritage List.

In 2001, UNESCO rejected the
Isfahan  Municipality’s request to
construct tunnels beneath Chahar-Bagh
Street and Nagsh-e Jahan Square.

Despite rejection by UNESCO and
opposition by the Isfahan Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Department, the project’s tunnels were
bored.

Experts believe that vibration caused
by metro frains passing underneath
the monuments will cause damage to
nearby historical sites.
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Reactive Monitoring Mission
to the World Cultural Heritage in Esfahan, Iran

Yoshinori IWASAKI

Abstract

The author had an opportunity to join a team for the reactive monitoring to the
World Cultural Heritage in Esfahan, Iran by the joint World Heritage Center and
ICOMOS as ICOMOS Expert for about one week in March, 2010.

We had two problems. One is the problem of commercial building that had been
causing the visual integrity of the World Heritage property of Meidan Square.

Another one is the subway construction that is planned to be constructed under
the Chahar-Bagh Street along which many heritage structures exist. The former
problem was handled by the team member who is a specialist of cultural heritage at
World Heritage Center in charge of Asia and Pacific region. The latter problem was
studied by the author. This report mainly consists of construction of subways. The
subway had been constructed along the Chahar-Bagh Street without causing
adverse effects to heritage structures near by. This is due to the sound ground
condition where the subway was excavated by shield tunneling machine.

It appeared that misunderstanding caused by exchange of information between
the Iranian party and World Heritage Center as well as inadequate discussions
among the related organizations in Iran.

The report describes how the Reactive Monitoring to the Cultural Heritage has

been carried out in Esfahan city, Iran.

Keywords: Emam Square, Esfahan, Reactive Monitoring to Cultural heritage, World
Heritage Center, ICOMOS
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