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The Present situation and themes of World Heritage:

Importance of World Heritage Education

Haruhisa FURUTA

The term “World Heritage” refers to the irreplaceable properties of mankind,
which are of “outstanding universal value” from the point of view of nature and
culture. It is mankind’s common responsibility to preserve these valuable properties
which remain on the earth. There are 878 World Heritage sites located in 145
countries around the world. Certain sites have been left in danger without any
effective or active measures taken for their protection. Sixteen years has passed
since Japan accepted the World Heritage convention in 1992. There are 14 World
Heritage sites in Japan. It is our responsibility to protect these sites so that they can
be handed over to future generations. On the other hand, we must consider the
sustainable use of World Heritage. One of the methods is World Heritage Education.
World Heritage Education includes a variety of disciplines such as natural-, cultural-
and social-sciences. World Heritage Education is being tried in the fields of school
education, life-long education as well as other educations. At present, World
Heritage has came to be known among many Japanese people. However, the term
“World Heritage”, its concepts, significance and purpose is not understood
accurately. One solution is that World Heritage Education will answer these
questions. In this paper, the importance of the World Heritage Education is
emphasized multilaterally in the fields of school education, social education and

other similar educations.

Keywords: World Heritage, World Heritage Education, World Heritage Studies,

School Education, Life-long Education
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