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Crossed ‘border’ culture:

the archaeological situation from the Jomon to Yayoi periods
in the islands between Japan and Korea

Kanji Tawara

This paper examines the archaeological situation in the ‘border’ area between
Japan and Korea from about the 1st millennium B. C. to the 3rd century A. D, based
on materials from Mine sites located in Mine town in the northwestern area of
Tsushima city, Nagasaki prefecture, Japan. The earliest finding from the Mine site
contains Korean style pottery (Mumun pottery). The nearby Ide site is similar; the
lower strata contains both Japanese Jomon pottery and Korean Mumun pottery.
This “co-existence” situation exited continuously in both sites after the Yayoi period.
Therefore, the above archaeological situation indicates not only the lifestyle of the
people on Tsushima Island from the final Jomon period to the early Yayoi period,
but also the social “interaction” through the Tsushima strait as the ‘border’ area.

Keywords: Jomon and Yayoi Periods, Tsushima Island, Korean Peninsula, Pottery,
Settlement sites
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